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opposed to war, I had no status for offering effective non-violent
resistance. Non-violent resistance can only follow some real disinter-
ested service, some heart expression of love. For instance, I would
have no status to resist a savage offering animal sacrifice until he
could recognize in me his friend through some loving act of mine or
other means. I do not sit in judgement upon the world for its many
misdeeds. Being imperfect myself and needing toleration and charity,
I tolerate the world's imperfections till I find or create an opportunity
for fruitful expostulation. I felt that if by sufficient service I could
attain the power and the confidence to resist the empire's wars and
its warlike preparations, it would be a good thing for me who was
seeking to enforce non-violence in my own Hie to test the extent to
which it was possible among the masses.
"The other motive was to qualify for swaraj through the good
offices of the statesmen of the empire* I could not thus qualify myself
except through serving the empire in its life and death struggle. It
must be understood that I am writing of my mentality in 1914 when
I was a believer in the empire and its willing ability to help India in
her battle for freedom. Had I been the non-violent rebel that I am
today, I should certainly not have helped but through every effort
open to non-violence I should have attempted to defeat its purpose.
"My opposition to and disbelief in war was as strong then as it is
today. But we have to recognize that there are many things in the
world which we do although we may be against doing them. I am as
much opposed to taking the life of the lowest creature alive as I am
to war. But I continually take such life hoping some day to attain the
ability to do without this fratricide. To entitle me, in spite of it, to be
called a votary of non-violence, my attempt must be honest, strenuous
and unceasing. The conception afmksha, absolution from the need to
have an embodied existence, is based upon the necessity of perfected
men and women being completely non-violent Possession of a body
like every other possession necessitates some violence, be it ever so
little. The fact is that the path of duty is not always easy to discora
amidst claims seeming to conflict one with the otter."